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PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

AND PROCESS FOR RESOLUTION OF PUBLIC CONCERNS 
 

Citizens of the Nashoba Regional School District have the right of access to the School Committee on 

all matters pertaining to education within the district. School Committee members gain valuable 

knowledge and insight from public input, whether through individual contact or as a group. 

Communication with the public, therefore, is welcomed and encouraged. 

 

By law all School Committee meetings are open to the public and subject to all Open Meeting Laws, 

and it is hoped that all members of the Nashoba community will feel free to attend. At the School 

Committee meetings there are three  methods of providing input to the Committee as a whole; these are 

speaking during the public comment period, emailing members of the school committee or placing an 

item on the agenda. 

 

Public Comment Period 

This session is intended for brief comments or for input of information that requires little or no further 

discussion. The School Committee may decide to take action as a result of information received in 

Public Comment Period. In that case, the item will be placed on the agenda of a future meeting. Prior 

preparation or notice is not required in order to speak in Public Comment Period. The chairperson of the 

School Committee may, at his or her discretion, permit additional public comment as deemed advisable 

or necessary. 

 

Email Correspondence to School Committee Members 

This method is intended for brief discussions, for informational purposes only or for input of 

information that requires little or no further discussion. The School Committee may decide to take action 

as a result of information received via email correspondence. In that case, the item will be placed on the 

agenda of a future meeting. 

 

Agenda Items 

Issues requiring discussion or action (including appeals) must first be placed on the agenda of a 

regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

Process for Agenda Items 

The Superintendent is normally and School Committee Chair are responsible for collaboratively 

preparing the agenda. Community members who wish to have items placed on the agenda should contact 

either the Superintendent or a member of the School Committee, who will direct the request to the 

SuperintendentSchool Committee Chair. A decision will be made on whether the item will be placed on 

the agenda or whether it can be handled more expeditiously in some other manner. In case of conflicting 

opinion, the chairperson of the School Committee will have final approval on the item's inclusion in the 

agenda. 
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Process for Resolution of Public Concerns 

Although no citizen of the community will be denied the right to bring his or her complaints/concerns to 

the School Committee, the citizen will be referred through the proper administrative channels for 

solution before investigation or action by the School Committee. 

 

Exceptions will be made when the complaints concern School Committee actions or operations only. 

The School Committee believes that complaints are best handled and resolved as close to their origin as 

possible, and that the professional staff should be given every opportunity to consider the issues and 

attempt to resolve the problem prior to involvement by the School Committee. Therefore, the proper 

channeling of complaints involving instruction, discipline or learning materials will be as follows: 

 

1.  Teacher 

2.  School building administrator 

3.  Superintendent 

4.  School Committee 

 

If a complaint, which was presented to the School Committee and referred back through the proper 

channels, is resolved before it comes back to the School Committee, a report of the disposition of the 

matter will be made to the School Committee and then placed in the official files. 

 

Matters referred to the Superintendent and/or School Committee must be in writing and should be 

specific in terms of the action desired. The written request to the School Committee must also include a 

preference for either an open or executive session of the School Committee. The complainant may 

request a postponement of disciplinary action pending a resolution of the matter.  

 

If the complaint involves weapons, drugs or assaults under Massachusetts law, decisions by the 

Superintendent are final. 

 

The School Committee expects the professional staff to receive complaints courteously and to make a 

proper reply to the complainant. 
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