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PRESS RELEASE 

From: MSLA Awards Committee: Amy Short and Ann Perham 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

The Massachusetts School Library Association has named Joel Bates, Principal of Florence 

Sawyer Elementary School in the Nashoba School District, as a recipient of the 2016 

Administrative Advocate Award. This award honors those administrators who have made 

significant contributions to the promotion of effective school library programs and services. It 

recognizes the responsible and influential role of the school administrator in developing 

successful school library programs within their own schools that influence the educational 

community at large.  

 

Mr. Bates’s support of the Florence Sawyer School Library serves as an exemplar for other 

administrators in prioritizing school library programs.  

 

He was nominated by Michael Caligiuri, school librarian at the school. His nomination letter 

detailed his principal’s support of the school library program: “With nearly 800 students, the 

preK-8 Florence Sawyer School is small compared to many of its type, but Joel has supported 

our library in every area of its function. Thanks to Joel’s efforts, our library is staffed with one 

full-time certified school librarian and one full-time assistant librarian. He’s supported our 

efforts to procure new seating, new shelving, and new digital equipment by signing off on budget 

requests that would make most high school libraries jealous. He has supported increases in our 

budget for books and supplies every year. He’s strongly defended our weeding policy against 

those who have questioned the change. All our library tweets are re-tweeted by Joel through his 

school Twitter account, and he promotes our programs through his relationship with local news 

outlets. Library events are frequently included in his parent newsletters. He has initiated and 

supported a “game club” this year that meets in the library on Fridays after school and has 

moved the School Council meetings to the library since it, in his words, is ‘The hub of the 

school.’ Briefly said, Joel is present. He visits almost daily either to discuss the library programs, 

the budget, or just to escape and read the paper. I have attended MSLA Award Ceremonies 

where administrators and parent groups have received praise for one revolutionizing program 
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change. It is not for one big initiative that Joel greatly deserves the accolades that come with an 

award of this type, but for the myriad ways he supports the many functions of our library 

community.” 

 

The awards ceremony is at UMASS Amherst on Saturday, April 30, 2016. 

 

The Massachusetts School Library Association works to ensure every school has a school library 

program that is fully integrated at all grade levels across the curriculum and has a significant and 

measurable impact on student achievement. For more information, consult the MSLA website, 

maschoolibraries.org. 

 

 

 

 


