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Dear Staff, Students and Parents, 
  
The Nashoba Regional School District consistently places the health and safety of our staff and students at the forefront 
of district efforts.  We view safety from multiple vantage points – both via facility and non-facility avenues.  Where we 
see opportunities to be proactive rather than reactive to a situation, we make every effort to do so. We believe that we 
are at that type of juncture as we begin the new school year in Stow concerning a water situation. 
  
The water in all of our buildings, district-wide, is tested regularly throughout the course of the year for possible 
detection of various chemicals and other properties. Recently we voluntarily tested for PFAS compounds (fluorinated 
organic chemicals) in all district buildings. Various levels were detected in water samples at both Center School and Hale 
Middle School. The levels identified fell well below current Department of Environmental Protection guidelines - in 
essence, we are in compliance. 
  
However, we are aware that guidelines are expected to change during this upcoming school year and with newly 
anticipated guidelines implemented we will fall out of compliance.  As a result of what we anticipate, and out of an 
abundance of caution, we have had ongoing conversations with the MASSDEP, local municipal leadership, and Stow 
Board of Health representatives.  After extensive communication and thorough discussion, the NRSD has taken the steps 
of bringing in bottled water for drinking water consumption in both buildings as we work with the DEP and our 
municipal leadership to find a long-term solution to the situation. 
  
I am including a Public Notice for your perusal that has been co-developed by the Nashoba Regional School District and 
MASSDEP.  I encourage you to review at your leisure the first source for further information cited on the second page of 
the public notice – it is particularly easy to locate via google using the “MassDEP Fact Sheet - PFAS” as key words.  This 
site is easy to understand and extremely informative. 
  
Our kitchens will also take preventative measures wherever possible. As an example, rice and pasta will be cooked off-
site and delivered to Stow.  Other menu changes are being considered and our Director of Food Services will continue to 
work closely with us as we navigate meal preparations. 
  
We wish to thank the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, local municipal leaders, and 
representative of the Stow Board of Health for meeting with us, offering advisement and support as we continue to take 
this journey.  We will do follow-up communiques as we continue our work in this area. 
  
Thank you. 

 
 
Brooke Clenchy 
Superintendent of Schools 


